INDEPENDENT
Presbyterian Church
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

THE MISSION OF INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ in Memphis,
calling them into a devoted community of worshiping
and maturing believers, and sending them out to be
salt of the earth and light in the world,
all to the glory of God.
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
THE SEVENTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, TWO THOUSAND AND FOURTEEN
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O’clock

“I was glad when they said to me,‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!”’ — Psalm 122:1
THE PRELUDE
“The Music of Thy Name”

Courtney/arr. Powell

Orchestration made with permission of Beckenhorst Press, Inc.

Bob Conley and Lauren Conley, Violins
Arron Powell, Viola
Daniel Strawser, Cello
Molly Johnson, Piano

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
The Minister:

Psalm 95:1-7

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation!

The Congregation: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to
Him with songs of praise!
The Minister:

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In His hand are
the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also.

The Congregation: The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land.
The Minister:

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our
Maker!

The Minister and
Congregation:
For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His
hand.”
The Reverend J. Edward Norton
Associate Pastor
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE
“This Is the Day the Lord Has Made”
Isaac Watts, 1719
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THE INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

O

ur Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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THE GLORIA PATRI

O Store Gud
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r thro’out the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee:
how great Thou art, how great Thou art!
˜ Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad at this time. ™

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

L

ord, during the few days that remain to us here below, be it all our business to cry, “Behold the
Lamb!” Oh! Teach our hearts to be always conscious of Your love; and then our lips, that they may
proclaim the matchless story of the Cross. Lord, forgive us our sins; Lord, sanctify our persons; Lord,
guide us in difﬁculty; Lord, supply our needs. Lord teach us; Lord perfect us; Lord comfort us; the Lord
make us ready for the appearing of Your Son from heaven! — Prayer by C.H. Spurgeon

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
“ In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” — 1 John 4:10-11

THE DOXOLOGY

Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship Him in humbleness, O praise Him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise Him, O praise Him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Amen.

THE OFFERTORY
“It Is a Precious Thing”
Beth Rushing, Soprano
Randal Rushing, Tenor
James A. Brown, Jr., Director

Peter/Dickinson

It is a precious thing when the heart is ﬁxed and trusteth in God;
Through the mercy of God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
It is a precious thing when the heart is ﬁxed and trusteth in God,
Through the mercy of Jesus Christ our Lord.
My heart is resting, O my Saviour, In Thy loving care,
My trust is ever stayed on Thee;
O hear my earnest prayer That ever faithful I may be,
And ever do Thy will;
O grant this in Thy mercy still, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

-4-

THE SERMON
Luke 1:5-38
“Ordinary People and Outrageous Promises”
The Reverend Richie Sessions
Senior Pastor
5

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah.
And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.
8

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.
10

And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And
Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15
for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be ﬁlled
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel
to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the
Lord a people prepared.”
18

And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and
I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable
to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulﬁlled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his
delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that
he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when
his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
24

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for ﬁve months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25
“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among
people.”
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name
was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will
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conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with
her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

THE HYMN OF PREPARATION
“Man of Sorrows! What a Name”

Philip P. Bliss, 1875
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.” — 1 Corinthians 11:26

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1776
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THE BENEDICTION
THE CHORAL RESPONSE
“Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”

Lyons

THE POSTLUDE
“Alleluia, Amen”

SERMON NOTES
September 7, 2014
Luke 1:5-38
“Ordinary People and Outrageous Promises”
The Reverend Richie Sessions
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Courtney/arr. Powell

GRACE GROUP QUESTIONS
Please note that the outline and Grace Group questions for this morning’s sermon
will be posted on our website, www.indepres.org., by Tuesday at noon.

WELCOME TO IPC
Visitors are special at IPC. Please ﬁll out the Friendship Pad and pass it down the aisle so that we will know
you were here. Join us on Wednesday evenings for our Fellowship Dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by an adult
Bible Study, Small Groups, and youth and children’s programs at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors interested in joining IPC are invited to attend our next Pathway Class for Prospective Members. Please
contact the Church Ofﬁce, 901.685.8206, for more information.
A fully-staffed nursery is available during all services.
OUR CHURCH TODAY
8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................. Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
8:30 a.m. ...........................................................K-Church (Kindergarten) and Jr. Church (Grades 1 & 2)
9:45 a.m. .....................................................................................................................................Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ................................................................................................... Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
11:00 a.m. ...........................................................K-Church (Kindergarten) and Jr. Church (Grades 1 & 2)
5:00 p.m. ...................................................................................................................Sr. High Choir Rehearsal

OUR CHURCH WEDNESDAY
5:30
5:30
6:00
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
7:30

p.m............................................................................................................................Dinner, Fellowship Hall
p.m........................................................................................................................... Jr. High Choir Rehearsal
p.m........................................................................................................................ DivorceCare (Room 229)
p.m..............................................................................................Bill Hogan — Teaching, Fellowship Hall
p.m............................................................................................................... Grace Groups (various rooms)
p.m...........................................................................................Preschool and Children’s Choir Rehearsals
p.m.......................................................................................... C.I.A.(Christ in Action) — Romper Room
p.m......................................................................................................Jr. High and Sr. High Youth Groups
p.m...............................................................................................................................Adult Choir Rehearsal

Audio recordings of this morning’s sermon are available in the bookstore immediately following
the 8:30 worship service, or during the following week on the internet at www.indepres.org.
~Please do not bring coffee or food into the Fellowship Hall during worship services. Thank you.~
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GRACE GROUPS@IPC
Every Wednesday, through November 19
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. — meeting in various rooms
Sign up through your community, at the table in the Rotunda or
call the church ofﬁce, 901.685.8206, and speak with the pastor of your community.
20s Community | Samuel Husband | shusband@indepres.org
30s Community | Parker Tenent | ptenent@indepres.org
40s Community | Jeremy Jones | jjones@indepres.org
50s and 60s+ Communities | Ed Norton | jenmemphis@gmail.com
Dr. Hogan will also be teaching a study of Paul’s second letter to Timothy in the Fellowship Hall.

FAMILY CAMP@FRENCH CAMP, MS
Join us October 24-26, for a weekend of fun, fellowship, and good food (both physical and spiritual!) Chris
Treat will serve as the guest speaker for the weekend. The retreat will include activities for children and
adults. It will be a great time to build relationships with other families and reconnect with your own. Accommodations are cabins which are suitable for two families. Please keep in mind a family you would like
to share a cabin with upon registering. The cost of the weekend is $50 per person, and children under four
are free. Maximum cost per family is $220 for the weekend (optional Saturday afternoon activity fees not
included). Space is limited; registration is ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served. For a registration form, visit our website,
and click on “Events,” or pick up a brochure/registration form in the Rotunda and at the Avon entrance.
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4738 Walnut Grove Road
Memphis, Tennessee 38117
901.685.8206
www.indepres.org

