A NEW PEOPLE. A NEW MEMPHIS.

The apologist C. S. Lewis once observed that there was a basic trilemma that Jesus presents to
us. He is either a liar — telling falsehoods to gain a following; a lunatic — making claims that
only a madman would make; or he is whom he actually claimed to be: the Lord, the Messiah,
the Son of God. Our text this morning presents this trilemma: through the reactions of Jesus’
family and the Pharisees, we see those who thought he was a lunatic or a liar. But in the faith
of his followers, his new Israel, his true family, we find those who recognize him as Lord. The
question this portion of Mark asks us: who do you say that Jesus is?
As his followers, we say that he is the Lord who loves us and to whom we respond in love.
God’s Word calls us to worship this morning from Psalm 18. God always gets the first word
in our worship services. His word of grace is always “prevenient,” going before us. We don’t
initiate relationship with God; rather, he loves us first, moves toward us first, and calls us
first. We respond this morning with praise, but also with confession, recognizing all the ways
we sin against this divine love. But we have confidence that our Savior, the God-man, is able
and willing to rescue us. The catechism questions from the New City Catechism, a recent
short summary of the classic Reformed catechisms, helps us affirm once again that Jesus is
able to sympathize, intercede, and rescue because he is our Lord! Thanks be to God!

Welcome to Independent Presbyterian Church!

As a fellowship of believers, we like to know all who are worshipping with us today, so please fill
out the Friendship Pad and pass it down the aisle. If you are a visitor, thank you for joining us.
Any questions about our church? We encourage you to ask a member on your aisle, an usher, or
a minister for help. They can answer your questions or assist you in finding someone who can.
More opportunities for teaching and fellowship at IPC are listed in the back of this bulletin. Visitors
interested in joining IPC are invited to attend our next Pathway Class for Prospective Members.
For more information or to register, please contact the Church office, (901) 685-8206.
Our Sunday morning Worship Services are shown via live stream in the Chapel for families with
babies/young children, latecomers, or any other reason you might be more comfortable there.
Additionally, a fully-staffed nursery is available during all services.
We also live stream our 8:30 and 11:00 services at ipcmemphis.org. Please note: the link will be
active only on Sunday morning. In addition, audio recordings of this morning’s sermon are available
in the bookstore immediately following the 8:30 worship service, or during the following week
on our website.
Please see an usher if you need a hearing amplification device.
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PLEASE ENJOY YOUR COFFEE OUTSIDE OF THE SANCTUARY.

The Lord’s Day Worship

The Eighteenth Day of March, Two Thousand and Eighteen
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O’clock

The Welcome and Announcements
The Meditation

“The Heavens Declare the Glory of God”
Jennifer Velázquez, Organist

The Call to Worship

Marcello

Psalm 18:1-3

The Minister:
“I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my fortress and
		my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the
		horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call upon the Lord, who is worthy
		to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.” Amen! Let us worship
		God!
The Reverend Brad Robson, Assistant Pastor (8:30 a.m.)
The Reverend Mike Malone, Assistant Pastor (11:00 a.m.)

The Processional Hymn

“We Come, O Christ, to You”

No. 181

The Prayer of Adoration
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The Ascription of Praise

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds thy hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r thro’out the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
how great thou art, how great thou art!

O Store Gud

And when I think that God, his son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
how great thou art, how great thou art!
Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad at this time.

The Corporate Confession of Sin

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know
my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done
what is evil in your sight. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon

We confess our sins to God because God’s unfailing, steadfast love draws out our confession.
God’s Word says, “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions
from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those
who fear him.” Thanks be to God for his steadfast love, his compassion, and his full forgiveness
through Jesus! — Psalm 103:10-13
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The Hymn of Praise
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Children (kindergarten) may be dismissed to their worship leader on the last verse.
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The Statement of Faith

New City Catechism Question and Answer 21-23

Question and Answer 21
The Minister:
What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to God?
The Congregation: One who is truly human and also truly God.
Question and Answer 22
The Minister:
Why must the Redeemer be truly human?
The Congregation: That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly obey the whole 		
law and suffer the punishment for human sin; and also that he might 		
sympathize with our weaknesses.
Question and Answer 23
The Minister:
Why must the Redeemer be truly God?
The Congregation: That because of his divine nature his obedience and suffering would be 		
perfect and effective; and also that he would be able to bear the righteous 		
anger of God against sin and yet overcome death.

The Prayer of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Offertory

“A Mighty Fortress”
Tom Horner, Soloist
James A. Brown, Jr., Director

arr. Forrest		

A mighty Fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe Now seeks to work us woe; His wrath and pow’r are great
And armed with cruel hate, On earth is not his equal.
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing.
Were not the right Man on our side—the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he:
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle.
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And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim—we tremble not for him; his rage we can endure,
For lo, his doom is sure. One little word shall fell him.

Choir and Congregation
That Word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. The body they may kill;
God’s truth abideth still. His kingdom is forever!

The Sermon

Mark 3:20-35 (pew Bible page 838)
The Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
The Congregation: Thanks be to God!
“Shocking Alternatives”		
Dr. Sean Michael Lucas, Senior Pastor

Sermon Notes

1. Lunatic
2. Liar
A. Claim
B. Contradictions
3. Lord
A. Spirits
B. Us

The Hymn of Response

“All for Jesus!”

No. 565

The Benediction
The Response		

O Store Gud

Choir and Congregation
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
how great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee:
how great thou art, how great thou art!

The Postlude

“O World, I Must Now Leave Thee”

Brahms
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Evening Praise

The Eighteenth Day of March, Two Thousand and Eighteen

Six O’ clock
Call to Worship
Left side: “ Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
Right side: His love endures forever.
Left:

Give thanks to the God of gods.

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

Give thanks to the Lord of lords:

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

To him who alone does great wonders,

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

Who by his understanding made the heavens,

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

Who spread out the earth upon the waters,

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

He remembered us in our low estate,

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

And freed us from our enemies.

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

He gives food to every creature.

Right:

His love endures forever.

Left:

Give thanks to the God of heaven.

Right:

His love endures forever.”

Invocation
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Psalm 136 (read antiphonally)

Song of Praise

“Arise, My Soul, Arise”

Words: Charles Wesley, 1742
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Song of Praise

“O Great God”

Based on The Valley of Vision prayer,
"Regeneration"

Music and Words by Bob Kauflin
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3. Help me

Passing the Peace
Minister:

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” And so, the peace of 		
Christ always be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.
Minister:

Let us offer one another a word of peace.
Please greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.”

Song of Praise

“And Can It Be”

Words: Charles Wesley
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Song of Praise

“Let Your Kingdom Come”

Based on The Valley of Vision prayer
"God's Cause"

Music and Words: Bob Kauflin
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Children (K-5th) may be dismissed to Four Corners during the last verse.

Grace Moment

Mr. Cannon Allen, IPC Member and Ruling Elder
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Song of Preparation

“We Will Feast
in the House of Zion”
Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore
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Scripture Reading

Proverbs 8:22-33; John 1:1-3 (pew Bible pages 533 and 886)
The Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
The Congregation: Thanks be to God!

Homily
Song of Praise

“Christ’s Lordship Over the Arts”
Dr. Sean Michael Lucas
Senior Pastor
“For the Beauty of the Earth”

		

No. 116

Benediction
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The Flowers

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God
by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Madden, III, in honor of the marriage of
Mr. and Mrs. James William Pohl.
Mrs. Pohl is the former Miss Memory Madden.

Our Church Today | March 18

8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................................. Worship Service
8:30 a.m. ...................................................................................................Children’s Church (Kindergarten)
9:45 a.m. ..................................................................................................................................... Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ............................................................................................................................... Worship Service
11:00 a.m. ................................................................................................Children’s Church (Kindergarten)
4:00 p.m. ............................................................................................... Sr. High Choir Ensemble Rehearsal
4:00 p.m. ............................................................................ Adult Choir Palm Sunday Program Rehearsal
4:00 p.m. .....................................................................................................................Jr. High Grill ’N Games
4:30 p.m. ................................................................................................... Sunday Evening Praise Rehearsal
5:00 p.m. ................................................................................................................ Handbell Choir Rehearsal
5:00 p.m. .................................................................................................................. Sr. High Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. ................................................................................................Sunday Evening Praise | Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. ............................................ Children migrate to Four Corners from Sunday Evening Praise
7:15 p.m. .......................................................................................................................Sr. High Small Groups

Sunday School 9:45-10:45
Nursery & Preschool –
First floor, rooms divided by age
Kindergarten — Room 220-222
1st grade — Room 216
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2nd grade — Room 215
3rd grade — Room 217
4th grade — Room 201

5th grade — Room 204
Junior High — Room 155
Senior High — Room 254

20s Community | Samuel Husband | Room 131
30s Community | Parker Tenent | Fellowship Hall South
40s Community | Jeremy Jones | Fellowship Hall North
50s Community | Ed Norton | Chapel
60s+ Community | Mike Malone | Room 237
The Westminster Class | Jurey Howard and Ray Wilson | Room 233
Line by Line Class | Rankin Fowlkes | Room 132

CCLI #2570138

Our Church Wednesday | March 21

5:00 p.m. ................................................................................................................Handbell Choir Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. ................................................................................................................. Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
5:30 p.m. .......................................................................................... Jr. High Choir Rehearsal (Grades 6-8)
6:30 p.m. .................................................................Called: A Christian View of Work (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 p.m. ................................................................................................... Grace Groups and Small Groups
6:30 p.m. ............................................................................... Preschool and Children’s Choirs Rehearsals
6:30 p.m. ...................................................................... Christ in Action (Romper Room: 2nd - 5th grade)
6:30 p.m. .........................................................................................................................Jr. High Youth Group
7:15 p.m. ........................................................................................................................Sr. High Youth Group
7:30 p.m. .......................................................................................................................Adult Choir Rehearsal
MENU FOR THIS WEDNESDAY EVENING:
BBQ pork plate: pulled pork with BBQ sauce on bun, BBQ beans,
cole slaw, potato salad, banana pudding, cookies
NEXT WEDNESDAY EVENING
There will be no Wednesday evening dinner or activities next Wednesday, March 28.
Please note: The Adult Choir will rehearse at 7:00 p.m.

Outreach & Ministries
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!
There is still time to join our Senior High Choir
and participate in our “Wild West” tour, May 31-June 8.
It’s a great opportunity to..........
1) worship our Lord and proclaim the Gospel through beautiful music;
2) experience the wonders of God’s awesome creation; and
3) share the experience with others, building relationships
while traveling together, singing and having fun.
Your friends are welcome too! Call the IPC Music Ministry Office, 901-685-9707,
or email musicoffice@ipcmemphis.org.
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WOMEN’S SPRING RETREAT
Christian speaker, teacher, and author Mary Beth McGreevy
March 22-24 | Attending the School of Christ in a World of Discontent
Thursday night includes a delicious dinner at IPC with a wonderful party favor.
Session 1: “The Root and Fruit of Discontentment”
Friday night includes dinner and lodging at the Country Place.
Session 2: “Learning Contentment”
Saturday morning includes breakfast and lunch at The Country Place.
Session 3: “Living a Contented Life”

Attend any or all of the sessions!
Thursday only, $10; Friday and Saturday, $90-$150, depending on lodging; Saturday only, $40.
Drop your registration form in the box at church, or register online at ipc memphis.org.

Upcoming Events
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Junior High Redbirds Game | Friday, April 13
IPC Boys’ Choir Gym Party | Friday, April 13 | Gym | 6:00 p.m.
Junior High Choir Commissioning Concert | April 18 | 6:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall
Sr. High, 20s, 30s, and 40s Communities Crawfish Boils | Sunday, April 22
Children’s Choir Spring Program | April 25 | Sanctuary
Junior High Choir Spring Trip | April 27-29 | St. Louis
Pathway Sunday School Class Begins | April 29 (ends May 20) | 9:45 a.m.
Final Sunday Evening Praise until September 9 | April 29 | Sanctuary
Women of the Church Spring Luncheon | May 1 | Fellowship Hall
IPC Ballet Spring Recital | May 5
Sr. High Recognition Sunday and Lunch | May 6
Camp Palmer 50th Anniversary Celebration | May 25-30
Senior High Choir Summer Tour | May 31-June 8 | Western States
Promotion Sunday for Students Entering Jr. and Sr. High | June 3
Senior High Choir Homecoming Concert | June 8 | Sanctuary
Vacation Bible School | June 11-15
Evening Worship Service at Palmer Home Hernando | Sunday, June 17
Jr. High The Edge Summer Conference | June 23-27 | Covenant College
Sr. High RYM Summer Conference | July 9-14 | Panama City Beach, FL
Jr. High and Sr. High Service Over Self (SOS) | July 22-28 | Memphis

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday | March 25 | 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services | Sanctuary
Hosanna! Palm Sunday Spring Program | Sunday, March 25 | 6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday Communion Service | Thursday, March 29 | 6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary
Good Friday Worship Service | Friday, March 30 | Noon | Sanctuary
Easter Eve Concert | Saturday, March 31 | 6:00 p.m. | Levitt Shell
Easter Sunday | April 1 | 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services | Sanctuary

HOSANNA!

Palm Sunday Music Program
Sunday, March 25 | 6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary
Join us in praising our King at a program of
great choral masterworks sung by IPC’s Adult, Senior High
and Junior High Choirs, plus congregational hymns,
and accompanying orchestra.
Nursery provided.

EASTER EVE CONCERT

Share the Light of the World
Saturday, March 31 | 6:00-8:00 p.m.
The Levitt Shell
IPC is partnering with other area churches to present
Share the Light of the World at the Levitt Shell. The Easter Eve
concert, produced by Ephie Johnson, will feature an array of
guest performers, including Kirk Whalum, Memphis Repertory
Orchestra, and City Choir. Bring chairs, pack a picnic or visit the
food trucks, and enjoy this citywide celebration! Want to help?
Volunteers are needed for choir, hospitality, and other roles.
For more information, visit www.sharethelight901.com.
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TEACHING ELDERS
Dr. Sean Michael Lucas
Senior Pastor
Rev. Edward Norton
Associate Pastor
Rev. Samuel Husband
Assistant Pastor
Rev. Jeremy Jones
Assistant Pastor
Rev. Mike Malone
Assistant Pastor
Rev. Brad Robson
Pastor of Student Ministries
Rev. Parker Tenent
Assistant Pastor
Rev. Ford S. Williams, Jr.
Pastoral Associate
Rev. John P. Sartelle, Sr.
Senior Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Bill Hogan
Assistant Pastor Emeritus
RULING ELDERS
Mr. Cannon F. Allen
Mr. Matthew G. Buyer
Mr. Richard M. Carter
Mr. William J. Chase Jr.
Mr. Ralph S. DelBove
Dr. Hugh Francis III
Dr. Neumon Taylor Goshorn
Mr. Samuel N. Graham II
Mr. J. Lee Greene Jr.
Mr. Stephen Guenther
Dr. Charles R. Halford
Mr. Bryan A Hawkins
Mr. John Jurey Howard III
Mr. Nathan W. Kellum
Mr. George G. Leavell
Dr. James R. Mitchum
Mr. William R. Mitchum Jr.
Mr. David R. Neubert
Mr. Matthew J. Olson
Dr. Melvin P. Payne III
Mr. John Philip
Mr. Richard Luther Powell Sr.
Mr. John W. Stokes III
Mr. Terry Michael Washburn
Mr. Adrian Yelverton

DEACONS
Dr. Scott Bartusch
Mr. David Butler
Mr. John W. Chambers Jr.
Mr. Craig A. Christenbury
Mr. Charles Clowers
Mr. John R. Coates
Mr. Glenn W. Cofield
Mr. Duffy Cothran
Mr. John T. Crews Jr.
Mr. Brantley Davidson
Mr. Josh Davis
Mr. John Dorrill
Mr. John J. Dudas
Mr. Michael J. Gabrielleschi
Mr. Robert E. Hicks
Mr. Kevin Holt
Mr. Govan S. Hornor
Mr. Jay Jacks
Dr. John G. Kakales
Mr. William Kay
Mr. James McDonald
Mr. William G. Mueller IV
Mr. Thomas A. Pacello
Mr. Calvin Purcell
Mr. Timothy Rainey
Mr. Alex Ransone
Mr. Chris W. Rogers
Mr. Dudley Schaefer Jr.
Mr. Frederick T. Stukenborg
Mr. Kimbrough Taylor
Mr. Chris Thornton
Mr. Richard B. Vining
Mr. James Dwight Wilder
Mr. Joseph Womack

IPC OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday
Church’s Main Office
Music Office			
Recreation Office			

901-685-8206
901-685-9707
901-763-3857

COVENANTERS’ CORNER
BOOKSTORE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
901-763-3932
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Independent Presbyterian Church
is to make disciples of Jesus by gathering for worship,
growing in community, and going out in love.

@IPCmemphis
/IndependentPres
@IPCmemphis

4738 Walnut Grove Road | Memphis, Tennessee 38117 | 901-685-8206 | www.ipcmemphis.org

