INDEPENDENT
Presbyterian Church
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

THE MISSION OF INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ in Memphis,
calling them into a devoted community of worshiping
and maturing believers, and sending them out to be
salt of the earth and light in the world,
all to the glory of God.
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
THE FIFTH DAY OF OCTOBER, TWO THOUSAND AND FOURTEEN
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O’clock
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into His presence with
singing! Know that the Lord, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and
the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to
Him; bless His name! For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His faithfulness to all
generations. — Psalm 100

THE PRELUDE
“Gymnopedie”
Michelle Crews, Piano

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
The Minister:

Satie

Matthew 11:27–30

Jesus said, “ ‘All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

The Congregation: Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will ﬁnd rest for your souls.
The Minister and
Congregation:
For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.’ ”
The Reverend Jeremy Jones
Assistant Pastor
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE
“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
Charles Wesley, 1739
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6. Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,
Your loosen'd tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Savior come;
And leap, ye lame, for joy.

5. He speaks and, list'ning to his voice,
New life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
The humble poor believe.

THE INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

O

ur Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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THE GLORIA PATRI

Nicaea
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! Amen.
˜ Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad at this time. ™

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
who sat at the table with outcasts and sinners, we confess that too often our words and actions
Jesus,
are not consistent with our beliefs. Often we ignore the needy, show indifference to the lonely, and
reject those who seem different from us. Forgive us, we pray. Empower us to reach out in love and
acceptance through Your name. Amen. — The Worship Sourcebook

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
“Therefore, since we have been justiﬁed by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” — Romans 5:1-2

THE DOXOLOGY

Hyfrydol
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory be to God on high;
Alleluia to the Savior, who has won the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity.
Alleluia! Alleluia to the Triune Majesty. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY
“Irish Shepherd’s Psalm”
Harrison Howle, Director

arr. K. Lee Scott

The King of love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His and He is mine forever.
Where streams of living water ﬂow, My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spread’st a table in my sight; Thy unction grace bestoweth;
And oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice ﬂoweth!
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never:
Good Shepherd, may we sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever.
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THE SERMON
Luke 2:1-20
“The Radically Available Savior”
The Reverend Richie Sessions
Senior Pastor
1

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the ﬁrst registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her ﬁrstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the ﬁeld, keeping watch over their ﬂock by night.
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were ﬁlled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will ﬁnd a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying,
9

14

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”
15

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw
it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them
in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.

SERMON NOTES
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THE HYMN OF PREPARATION
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.” — 1 Corinthians 11:26

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”
John Newton, 1779
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6. Till then I would Thy love proclaim
with every fleeting breath;
and may the music of Thy name
refresh my soul in death.

5. Weak is the effort of my heart,
and cold my warmest thought;
but when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.
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THE BENEDICTION
THE CHORAL RESPONSE
“We Sing Thy Praise”

arr. Scott

THE POSTLUDE
“For All the Saints”
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arr. Crews

GRACE GROUP QUESTIONS
Please note that the outline and Grace Group questions for this morning’s sermon
will be posted on our website, www.indepres.org., by Tuesday at noon.

WELCOME TO IPC
Visitors are special at IPC. Please ﬁll out the Friendship Pad and pass it down the aisle so that we will know
you were here. Join us on Wednesday evenings for our Fellowship Dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by an adult
Bible Study, Small Groups, and youth and children’s programs at 6:30 p.m.
Visitors interested in joining IPC are invited to attend our next Pathway Class for Prospective Members. Please
contact the Church Ofﬁce, 901.685.8206, for more information.
A fully-staffed nursery is available during all services.
OUR CHURCH TODAY
8:30
8:30
9:45
11:00
11:00
4:30
5:00
6:15

a.m. .................................................................................................. Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
a.m. ...........................................................K-Church (Kindergarten) and Jr. Church (Grades 1 & 2)
a.m. .....................................................................................................................................Sunday School
a.m.......................................................................................................Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
a.m. ...........................................................K-Church (Kindergarten) and Jr. Church (Grades 1 & 2)
p.m. ...................................................................................................................... Jr. High Small Groups
p.m. ..................................................................................................................Sr. High Choir Rehearsal
p.m........................................................................................................................Sr. High Small Groups

5:30
5:30
6:00
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
7:30

p.m............................................................................................................................Dinner, Fellowship Hall
p.m........................................................................................................................... Jr. High Choir Rehearsal
p.m........................................................................................................................ DivorceCare (Room 229)
p.m..............................................................................................Bill Hogan — Teaching, Fellowship Hall
p.m............................................................................................................... Grace Groups (various rooms)
p.m...........................................................................................Preschool and Children’s Choir Rehearsals
p.m.......................................................................................... C.I.A.(Christ in Action) — Romper Room
p.m................................................................................................................Jr. and Sr. High Youth Groups
p.m...............................................................................................................................Adult Choir Rehearsal

OUR CHURCH WEDNESDAY

Audio recordings of this morning’s sermon are available in the bookstore immediately following
the 8:30 worship service, or during the following week on the internet at www.indepres.org.
~Please do not bring coffee or food into the Fellowship Hall during worship services. Thank you.~
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INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR THE REVEREND JUSTIN JONES
The Installation Service for The Reverend Justin Jones will be Sunday, October 19, at the 11:00
Worship Service.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, October 19, immediately following the
11:00 Worship service, for the purpose of presenting the 2014-2015 budget and annual report.

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR THE REVEREND MIKE MALONE
The Installation Service for The Reverend Mike Malone will be Sunday, October 26, at the 11:00
Worship Service.

PATHWAY CLASS FOR PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS
Are you interested in joining IPC? Would you like to know more about our church and what we believe?
Join us on Sunday mornings, October 19-November 16, at 9:45, in the third ﬂoor conference room, for
our next Pathway Class. Please email Gayle Hardee, ghardee@indepres.org, to sign up.

FAMILY CAMP@FRENCH CAMP, MS
Join us October 24-26, for a weekend of fun, fellowship, and good food (both physical and spiritual!)
Chris Treat will serve as the guest speaker for the weekend. The retreat will include activities for children
and adults. It will be a great time to build relationships with other families and reconnect with your own.
Accommodations are cabins which are suitable for two families. Please keep in mind a family you would like
to share a cabin with upon registering. The cost of the weekend is $50 per person, and children under four
are free. Maximum cost per family is $220 for the weekend (optional Saturday afternoon activity fees not
included). Space is limited; registration is ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served. For a registration form, visit our website,
and click on “Events,” or pick up a brochure/registration form in the Rotunda and at the Avon entrance.
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4738 Walnut Grove Road
Memphis, Tennessee 38117
901.685.8206
www.indepres.org

