A NEW PEOPLE. A NEW MEMPHIS.

The First Word on Worship

One thing to notice as we continue in Ruth’s story today are the words that Naomi speaks
when she returns to Bethlehem at the end of Ruth 1: “I went away full, and the Lord has
brought me back empty.” In many ways, Ruth 2 is the account of how God takes empty
people and makes them full once again. In doing this, we find a connection between
Ruth’s story and the Christmas story we know so well. For in the Magnificat, the song that
Mary sings in Luke 1, she declares that “he has filled the hungry with good things.” Part
of what Jesus, God with us, does is to fill empty people with not just good things, but the
very best things: forgiveness of sins, righteousness, holiness, sonship, and glory.
Throughout our worship this morning, we are reminded how God in Jesus fills us — he
pardons our sins, he puts his name upon us in baptism, he grants us grace to profess our
faith, he stirs our hearts to sing his grace. If you came to church today feeling empty, may
you leave filled with the very best things that Jesus can give you — above all, himself!

Welcome to Independent Presbyterian Church!

If you are a visitor, thank you for joining us. Please be sure to stop by our Visitor Welcome
Center in the Rotunda, where we will have a gift for you. Any questions about our church?
We encourage you to ask an usher or member on your aisle. Our Welcome Center greeters
are also eager to assist you or answer your questions. Please see an usher if you need a hearing
amplification device.
More opportunities for teaching and fellowship at IPC are listed in the back of this bulletin.
Visitors interested in joining IPC are invited to attend our next Pathway Class Weekend for
Prospective Members, February 7-8, 2020. For more information or to register, please contact
Tameria Rackley, (901) 685-8206, or trackley@ipcmemphis.org.
Our Sunday morning Worship Services are shown via live stream in the Chapel for families with
babies/young children, latecomers, or any other reason you might be more comfortable there.
Additionally, a fully-staffed nursery is available during all services.
We also live stream our 8:30 and 11:00 services at ipcmemphis.org. Please note: the link will
be active only on Sunday morning. In addition, audio recordings of this morning’s sermon are
available in the bookstore immediately following the 8:30 worship service, or during the following
week on our website.
As you enter the Sanctuary, please silence your mobile devices.
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PLEASE ENJOY YOUR COFFEE OUTSIDE OF THE SANCTUARY.

The Lord’s Day Worship

The Eighth Day of December, Two Thousand and Nineteen
Eight-Thirty and Eleven O’clock

The Welcome and Announcements
The Meditation

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Virginia Folse, Melanie Howle, Meredith Olinger,
Abby Powell, and Christley Vaughn, Ladies Ensemble
Jennifer Velázquez, Harpsichord

Es ist ein’ Ros’

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God; from sin and death he saves us and lightens ev’ry load.

The Call to Worship
The Minister:

Luke 1:46-55

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 			
has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold from now on all 		
generations will call me blessed.

The Congregation: For he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 			
And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
The Minister:

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 			
thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their 			
thrones and exalted those of humble estate;

The Congregation: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away 			
empty.
The Minister:

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke 			
to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. Amen! Let us 			
worship God!
The Reverend Brad Robson, Assistant Pastor (8:30 a.m.)
The Reverend Parker Tenent, Assistant Pastor (11:00 a.m.)
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The Processional Hymn		

“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”

No. 211

The Prayer of Adoration
The Ascription of Praise

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall:
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

Irby

Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad at this time.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Maggie Paige Fiser (8:30 a.m.)

The Profession of Faith

Daniel Truman Fletcher III (11:00 a.m.)

The Corporate Confession of Sin

Almighty God, you have remembered your covenant mercy to us through Jesus. You came to
redeem us from all our sins and to set us free to serve you all our days. But instead we have chosen
our own way, followed our own paths, walked according to our own counsel. Forgive us, O God.
Do not cast us away, but rather remember the mercy that you promised to our fathers and to us.
Grant us grace to rest in your promises and to live out of obedient gratitude before you. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which
means God with us).” — Matthew 1:23
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The Advent Hymn		

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus/Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”
Emily Edwards, Flute William Fernandez, Guitar Peter Winterburn, Bassoon

Words: Wesley, Psalm 146

Music: Jordan
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Children (kindergarten) may be dismissed to their worship leader on the last verse.
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The Statement of Faith

Westminster Shorter Catechism Q and A 98-99

Question and Answer 98
The Minister:
What is prayer?
The Congregation: Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to
his will, in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful
acknowledgment of his mercies.
Question and Answer 99
The Minister:
What rule has God given for our direction in prayer?
The Congregation: The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer; but the special rule
of direction is that form of prayer which Christ taught his disciples, 		
commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.

The Prayer of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Offertory

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
Pam Brown, Piano Harrison Howle, Director

arr. Forrest

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies, With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Hark! the herald angels sing! “Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time, behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity, Pleased with us in flesh to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel, Hark! the herald angels sing! “Glory to the newborn King!”
Hail the heav’nborn Prince of Peace, Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die, Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth, Hark! the herald angels sing! “Glory to the newborn King!”
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The Sermon

Ruth 2:1-23 (pew Bible pages 222-223)
The Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
The Congregation: Thanks be to God!
“Filled with Good Things”
Dr. Sean Michael Lucas
Senior Pastor

Sermon Notes
1. Good things
A. Good place (1-3)

B. Good person (4-13)

C. Good provision (14-23)

2. Best things
A. Favor

B. Savior
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The Closing Hymn

“The Sands of Time are Sinking”

Anne R. Cousin, 1857
1. The sands
2. The King
3. O
Christ,

eyes

heav
veil
well

of
a
sweet

her

dear

morn I've
well - spent
earth
I've

gaze

at

bride

at

glo
glo
glo

all

7

his

-

ry
ry
ry

the

her

-

groom's

crown

at
on
ex

pierc - ed

dwell - eth
dwell - eth
dwell - eth

glo -

ry

-

on

the
fair
cean

he

I

hand:

in
in
in

of

my

King

mid ar full -

night,
my
ness

gift -

hand,
stand,
pand,

but

the sum - mer
it were
a
The streams on

face;

but

the
with the

ment,

the fair, sweet morn
though sev'n deaths lay
I'll drink
more deep

had been
with his
an
o -

the

gar -

breaks,
seen;
love!

en
is
of

glo - ry,

day - spring is
on
Mount Zi mer - cy doth

on

-

sink - ing,
beau - ty
foun - tain,

are
his
the

not

sighed for,
jour - ney
tast - ed

Dark, dark
The
Lamb
There to

Not

time
in
is

of
there
he

4. The bride
dawn
out
deep,

Music: Philip Palmertree

will

not

a - wakes.
be - tween.
a - bove.

of Grace.
but
doth
his

eth,

and
and
and

but

glo
glo
glo

the Lamb

Em - man - uel's
Em - man - uel's
Em - man - uel's

Em - man - uel's

-

ry,
ry,
ry,

is

land.
land.
land.

land.
CCLI #683309

The Benediction
The Response		

Veni Emmanuel
O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Christmas Eve

The Postlude

Family Service

4:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall

Communion
Service
“Good
Christian Men,
Rejoice”
5:30 p.m. | Sanctuary

J.S. Bach

No nursery at either service.

31st Annual
Annual Christmas
Christmas Service
Service
31st

of Lessons
Lessons &
& Carols
Carols
of

Sunday, |December
December
6:00 p.m.
p.m.
Tonight
6:00 | IPC
Sanctuary
Sunday,
88 || 6:00

Adult Choir, Children’s Choirs, and Junior & Senior High Choirs
Adult Choir, Children’s Choirs, and Junior & Senior High Choirs
with members of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra
with members of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra
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The Flowers

The decorations in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God
by IPC’s Women’s Ministry.

Deaths

We extend our sympathy to
Rosemary Williams on the death of her husband, Marion “Willie” Williams, on November 26.
We extend our sympathy to
Jennifer and Keith O’Dell on the death of his father, Larry Keith O’Dell, Sr., on December 2.
We extend our sympathy to
James Rantzow and Dixie Power and family on the death
of James’ wife and Dixie’s daughter, Lee Rantzow, on December 3.
We extend our sympathy to
Virginia Bailey on the death of her mother, Barbara Ardis, on December 3.

New Member

We are happy to welcome the following new member:
Virginia Pilcher

Our Church Today | December 8

8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................................. Worship Service
8:30 a.m. ...................................................................................................Children’s Church (Kindergarten)
9:45 a.m. ......................................................................................................................................Sunday School
11:00 a.m. ............................................................................................................................... Worship Service
11:00 a.m. ................................................................................................Children’s Church (Kindergarten)
5:00 p.m. .................................................................................................. Adult Choir Christmas Rehearsal
5:15 p.m. .................................................................................2nd-5th Grade Choirs Rehearsal | Room 220
5:15 p.m. ....................................................................................................Jr. and Sr. High Choirs Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. ...............................................................31st Annual Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday School 9:45-10:45
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Nursery & Preschool –
First floor, rooms divided by age
Kindergarten — Room 209

1st grade — Room 216
2nd grade — Room 215
3rd grade — Room 217

4th/5th grade — Room 201
IDK (Middle School) — Room 155
Seniorhigh — Room 254

Young Adults

College (Zach Hood) | Room 131
Browning Community (20s-30s) | Room 220-222

Middle Adults

Tenent Community (30s-40s) | Fellowship Hall South
Jones Community (40s-50s) | Fellowship Hall North

Mature Adults

Norton Community (50s-60s ) | Chapel
Malone Community (60s+) | Room 237
The Westminster Class (Jurey Howard and Ray Wilson) | Room 233
Line by Line Class (Rankin Fowlkes) | Room 132

Outreach & Ministries
CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS
Food Basket Set-Up | Friday, December 13 | 2:00 p.m.
Assembly and Delivery | Saturday, December 14 | 9:00 a.m.
Sales of our IPC Christmas Food Baskets have begun in the IPC Rotunda. You can also
purchase them online now through MY IPC Online Giving at ipcmemphis.org.
Click on My IPC, click on Giving, then Online Giving. Select “Friends & Internet Campus,”
then select the “Food Baskets” designation. Enter the amount, then complete your donation.
You may pick up your gift cards at the reception desk in the lobby. Each basket is $50.00.
Our goal is to deliver 1,200 baskets to families involved with Neighborhood Christian Center,
Streets Ministries, and Palmer Home. Each basket feeds four people for a week.
Basket assembly/delivery days are December 13 and 14. This is a family event and a wonderful
opportunity for children ages 4 and up to participate.
Nursery will be provided on Saturday for children under 3.
IPC MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS NIGHT
Dinner and Conversation with Dr. Scott Morris, CEO and Founder of Church Health
Thursday, January 9, 2020 | 6:00-8:00 p.m. | IPC Fellowship Hall
Come hear Dr. Morris discuss the ways in which your professional training can be used
as a vocational calling to work in God’s Kingdom. Cost for dinner is $7/person.
No nursery provided. Register and pay online at ipcmemphis.org.
Contact Lauren Hales, halesl@churchhealth.org
or Rachel Davis, davisr@churchhealth.org for more information.
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31st Annual Christmas Service

of Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 8 | 6:00 p.m.

Adult Choir, Children’s Choirs, and Junior & Senior High Choirs
with members of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra

He IsSing-Along
Born
Messiah

| Wednesday,
December
4
6:00 6:15
p.m.p.m.
| Sunday,
December
15 | Sanctuary
Pre-Elementary, Children’s, Junior High
& Senior High Choirs
Sanctuary

Family Christmas Carol Sing
6:00 p.m. | Sunday, December 22 | Sanctuary

31st Annual Christmas Service

of Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 8 | 6:00 p.m.

Adult Choir, Children’s Choirs, and Junior & Senior High Choirs
with members of the Memphis Symphony Orchestra

Family Service
Messiah
Sing-Along
4:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall

6:00 p.m. | Sunday, December 15 | Sanctuary

Communion Service

p.m. | Sanctuary
Family 5:30
Christmas
Carol Sing
6:00 p.m. | Sunday,
No nurseryDecember
at either service. 22 | Sanctuary

4738 Walnut Grove Road | Memphis, Tennessee 38117 | 901-685-8206 | www.ipcmemphis.org

