
THE MISSION OF INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

is to make disciples of  Jesus Christ in Memphis,
calling them into a devoted community of  worshiping

and maturing believers, and sending them out to be
salt of  the earth and light in the world,

all to the glory of  God.

INDEPENDENT
Presbyterian Church

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
THE TWENTY-FOURTH DAY OF AUGUST, TWO THOUSAND AND FOURTEEN

Eight-Thirty and Eleven O’clock

THE PRELUDE
 “Variations on Fairest Lord Jesus”  Courtney

Jennifer Velázquez, Pianist

THE CALL TO WORSHIP   Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 John 5:20

The Minister:  “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the   
 prophets,

The Congregation: But in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the   
 heir of  all things, through whom also He created the world.

The Minister: He is the radiance of  the glory of  God and the exact imprint of  His nature, and   
 He upholds the universe by the word of  His power.”

The Minister and
Congregation: “And we know that the Son of  God has come and has given us understanding,   
 so  that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His   
 Son  Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.”

The Reverend Jeremy Jones
Assistant Pastor
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Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and glory are in His sanctuary.  Ascribe to the Lord glory 
and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name.  Worship the Lord in the splendor of  His holiness. 
                                                                                                                       — Psalm 96:6-9 



THE HYMN OF PRAISE 
 “Come, Thou Almighty King”     
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Text: Anonymous, ca. 1757 Trinity
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THE SOLO
 “The Lord Is My Shepherd”  Green 

Lauren Hoyle, Soprano

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside the still waters; He restoreth my soul 
And guides my path in righteousness for His name’s sake.

Surely goodness and loving kindness shall follow me all the days of  my life,
And I will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever and ever and ever.

Though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, I will not fear; Thou art with me.
Thy rod and Thy staff  they comfort me.  

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of  my enemies.
Thou anointest my head with oil, my cup’s overfl owing.

Surely goodness and loving kindness shall follow me all the days of  my life,
And I will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever and ever and ever.
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THE INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen.

THE GLORIA PATRI  Ode to Joy
God of  glory, power, mercy, all creation praises Thee;

we, Thy creatures, would adore Thee now and through eternity.
Saved to magnify Thy goodness, grant us strength to do Thy will;

with our acts as with our voices Thy commandments to fulfi ll.  Amen.
ò Please sign and pass the Friendship Pad at this time. ô

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
 Alex Jennings Wallace, 8:30 a.m.   

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
 Elizabeth Dale Thompson, 11:00 a.m. 
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THE HYMN OF ADORATION

 “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
“Therefore, since we have been justifi ed through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we 
boast in the hope of  the glory of  God.” — Romans 5:1-2

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Our lives are cluttered, Lord Jesus, by too many things and too much to do.  We are driven by the 
need to succeed and distracted from our service.  We have often lost our way.  Forgive us.  Let us, 

like Mary, fi nd the one thing that is needed and sit at Your feet. Amen. — The Worship Sourcebook

Münster Gesangbuch, 1677 Crusader's Hymn
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THE SERMON
Luke 1:1-4  

“The Story of  Jesus”
The Reverend Richie Sessions

Senior Pastor
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THE DOXOLOGY  Nun Danket
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

the Son, and Him who reigns with them in highest heaven – 
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.  Amen.

THE OFFERTORY
 “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” Young

James A. Brown, Jr., Director
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, Weak and wounded, sick and sore;

Jesus ready stands to save you, Full of  pity, love, and pow’r:
He is able, He is willing, doubt no more.

Let not conscience make you linger, Nor of  fi tness fondly dream;
All the fi tness He requireth Is to feel your need of  Him.

This He gives you; ‘Tis the Spirit’s glimmering beam.
Saints and angels, joined in concert, Sing the praises of  the Lamb;

While the blissful seats of  heaven Sweetly echo with His name:
Hallelujah! Sinners here may do the same.

THE STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son, our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucifi ed, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead; I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the com-
munion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of  the things that have been accomplished 
among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of  the word have 
delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time 
past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught.”
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THE HYMN OF RESPONSE

 “Jesus!  What a Friend for Sinners!” 

J. Wilbur Chapman, 1910 Hyfrydol
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Hal le- lu- jah!- what a Sav ior!- Hal le- lu- jah,- what a Friend!








Sav ing,- help ing,- keep ing,- lov ing,- He is with me to the end.
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THE BENEDICTION

THE CHORAL RESPONSE
 “Spirit of  the Living God”   arr. Grise

THE POSTLUDE  
 “Variations on Fairest Lord Jesus”       Courtney

SERMON NOTES

August 24, 2014

Luke 1:1-4  
“The Story of  Jesus”

The Reverend Richie Sessions
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WELCOME TO IPC
Visitors are special at IPC.  Please fi ll out the Friendship Pad
and pass it down the aisle so that we will know you were here. 

If  you are interested in joining IPC, you are invited to attend our next 
Pathway Class for Prospective Members.  

For more information, please contact the Church Offi ce, 901.685.8206.
www.indepres.org

Audio recordings of  this morning’s sermon are available in the bookstore immediately following 
the 8:30 worship service, or during the following week on the internet at www.indepres.org.

~Please do not bring coffee or food into the Fellowship Hall during worship services.  Thank you.~

OUR CHURCH TODAY
  8:30  a.m. .................................................................................................. Worship Service (Fellowship Hall)
  8:30  a.m. ...........................................................K-Church (Kindergarten) and Jr. Church (Grades 1 & 2)
  9:45 a.m. .....................................................................................................................................Sunday School
  9:45  a.m. ................................................................................. Pathway Class, 3rd Floor Conference Room
11:00  a.m. ...................................................................................................Worship Service (Fellowship Hall) 
11:00  a.m. ...........................................................K-Church (Kindergarten) and Jr. Church (Grades 1 & 2)

OUR CHURCH WEDNESDAY
  5:30  p.m.. ..........................................................................................................................Dinner, Fellowship Hall
  5:30  p.m. ........................................................ Registration for Children’s Choirs and C.I.A. (Christ in Action)
  6:00  p.m. .............................................................................................................Children’s Fall Kickoff  Carnival
  6:30  p.m.. ......................................................................................................................Teaching - Richie Sessions   
  6:30  p.m. .....................................................................................................Jr. High and Sr. High Youth Groups  
  7:30  p.m. ..............................................................................................................................Adult Choir Rehearsal

THE FLOWERS
The fl owers in the Rotunda are given to the glory of  God

and with love by the family of  Elizabeth Dale Thompson in honor of  her baptism. 
“Tell your children of  it, and let your children tell their children, 

and their children to another generation.” — Joel 1:3
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DIVORCECARE
You don’t have to go through it alone. 

Find Help | Discover Hope | Experience Healing 
The DivorceCare support group will begin Wednesday, September 3, 

from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Room 229.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY KICK- OFF LUNCHEON 
Tuesday, August, 26 | 11:30 a.m. | Speaker:  Mary Beth McGreevy

Lunch $7/person | RSVP to Barbara 901.685.8206  -or- bcollins@indepres.org 
Come for lunch, and sign up for a Bible study and volunteer opportunities. 

You may also sign up for a Bible study or service opportunity on our website. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE FOR STREETS MINISTRIES 
IPC is hosting a school supply drive for Streets Ministries through Sunday, August 31.  Boxes for 
supplies are located in the Rotunda and at the Avon entrance.  Please  take this opportunity to serve 
Streets Ministries.  Contact Beth Ploch at volunteer@streetsministries.org for more information.  
Check our website for a full list of  supplies needed.

GRACE GROUPS@IPC 
Wednesdays, September 3 - November 19

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. — meeting in various rooms
Sign up through your community, at the table in the Rotunda or 

call the church offi ce, 901.685.8206, and speak with the pastor of  your community.

20s Community | Samuel Husband | shusband@indepres.org
30s Community | Parker Tenent | ptenent@indepres.org

40s Community | Jeremy Jones | jjones@indepres.org
50s and 60s+ Communities | Ed Norton | jenmemphis@gmail.com

NURSERY AND CHILDREN TEACHER VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED!  
If  you have any questions or would like to serve with this ministry as a teacher volunteer, 

please contact Cindy Wright, cwright@indepres.org, for Nursery/Preschool, 
or Elizabeth Fowlkes, efowlkes@indepres.org, for Children.

CHILDREN’S FALL KICK-OFF CARNIVAL AND CHOIR/C.I.A. REGISTRATION
This Wednesday, August 27, at 5:30 p.m., all IPC children and friends are invited to register for our 
Children’s Choirs (ages 3-grade 5) or C.I.A. (grades 2-5) programs. The annual “Kick-off ” Carnival will 
be on the nursery hall (ages 3-4), in the Romper Room (Kindergarten age), and in the gym (grades 1-5).
Don’t miss out on this great opportunity for discipleship in music, worship, and Christian service.  To 
volunteer to help with the carnival, please contact the music offi ce or children’s ministry.



4738 Walnut Grove Road
Memphis, Tennessee  38117

901.685.8206
www.indepres.org


